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Worthington Manor
Urbana, Maryland

A short drive up I-270 from Bethesda brings you to Worthington
, daily-fee course that opened in 1998 and

Il relatively
¥o it has already earned a reputation
for thoughtful design and consistently strong conditioning, | played
it last summer and thoroughly enjoyed the rolling terrain, expan-
sive views, and strategic demands of the layout.

Conceived as a challe

hot placement
is rewarde: poordecmon, sed, and yet the routing remains
playable for golfers of all a . It strik ncreaamg!y rare balance
between being demanding e

The pro shop also left a lasting impression, The staff were warm,
welcoming, and genuinely pleased to see us—something that
ndard but too often is not. Golf is, at heart, a service
business, and Worthington understands that, It's refreshing to feel
like a guest rather than an interruption,
There are many standout holes, but the par-3 17th hole is the one
that lingers in the memory. It is the longest par 3 on the course, and
the walk back to the black tee reveals
astriking vista. A creek some 30 yards
short of the green plays tricks on the
eye, while a large bank tight to the right
frames the target. The green sweeps
upward and left, and a back-left pin
demands a high, confident draw from
right-handed players. Miss left, howev-
er,and the slope can funnel balls back
ickly turning par into

ite a brutally hot and dry
Mid-Atlantic summer last year, condi-
tioning was excellent. The origin
chitects, Ault, Clark & Associates,
superb use of the natural landforms,
and the routing never feels forced.
New forward tees are a welcome ad-

dition—ene only wishes more players
would embrace them.
Worthington Manor proves that

and hospitality in equal measure.




